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mere satisfaction and glorious satiety, we read a moral of
sorts into their misfortune.
When we first landed our craving for fresh food was such
that our narrow strip of shingle beach became unsafe for any
living thing. There was no colony of penguins near it but
towards the close of each day a few penguins were incautious
enough to land on the beach to sleep, flapping on their
bellies out of the surf. Once arrived they stood about for
days in twos and threes in profound contemplation, their
heads sunk upon their breasts. Sometimes for no reason
they lifted their heads and squawked or, waddling to the
water's edge, paddled on their bellies into the surf and were
off home again. Compared with the seals they were easy.
All you had to do was to get them between your knees.
Then you found the soft skin behind the skull, drove a
needle in and gave it a turn. It killed them instantly, of
course, with no pain at all. Of course.
Two of them stood on the beach while we were building
our ice house, their heads sunk, their beaks upraised, their
boot-button eyes almost closed. They little knew. Occa-
sionally, at the noise we were making, they straightened
their necks and were nervously alert for some seconds.
Now and again they moved a few paces farther away from
the scene of disturbance. I borrowed Matheson's sail
needle and advanced upon them, a gigantic death in sea-
boots. They waddled away with squawks of alarm,
flippers held out stiffly behind them. As I pursued them
with murder in my eye they fell upon their bellies and
flapped along the stones. I fell on to one of them in a sort of
rugger tackle and pinioned him, flapping and squawking, to
the ground. He pecked savagely but vainly at my sea-
boots and buffeted my legs with his flippers. His companion,
finding himself no longer pursued, stopped in his undignified
progress and stood several paces off watching with alert
detachment. When I had the muscular little body with its
board-like wings gripped firmly between my legs I felt